ematics, State University of New York College at Potsdam, said his professors encouraged him at each step in his education. Stephens told how faculty members assumed he would go on to the next level in graduate school-and got him to do so-even when he had originally not aspired to an advanced degree.
Support also came from each other. She described the slow progress made by women in the 19th century. In 1800 the general belief was that woman's role as wife and mother required little or no education. Eventually, the idea of educating women, since they prepared their sons for citizenship, gained favor and public schools, academies, and colleges began opening their doors to women. Responding to pressure from women, around 1890 the University of Chicago, Yale University, and Stanford University, among a few others, began granting Ph.D. degrees to women, and by 1900 many universities granted doctorates to women.
Having achieved access to higher education, women scientists began the long-and many would say as yet uncompleted-fight for equal employment. Many highly qualified women spent entire careers in the "laboratory assistant" category because the institutions at which they worked refused to make them professors or senior research scientists.
Women have always been eligible for membership in the AAAS, though in the early years their numbers were small. Rossiter told of finding newspaper accounts describing the "Women at the AAAS" as part of the press coverage of the Association's national meetings. The AAAS is being recognized "for their commitment to persons with disabilities through the development and maintenance of the Project on the Handicapped in Science." The award also acknowledges Redden's "commitment over the years to insuring that persons with disabilities receive equal opportunities in the field of science."
The award will be presented at the annual meeting of the Coalition, 26 May in Oklahoma City.
